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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  tile  Ilminster  Urban  District 

Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  1970. 

There  was  little  infectious  disease  notified  during 
the  year.  However,  the  influenza  epidemic  was  widespread  in  the  town 
in  the  early  months  and  there  were  three  deaths. 

The  Health  Department  worked  smoothly  throughout 
the  year.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Lethbridge  for  a good  deal 
of  the  statistical  information  in.  this  report. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  M.  MoCALL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Population 

The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  of  Ilninster  to 
he  3>000  which  gives  a density  of  5*4  per  acre.  I must  emphasize 
that  this  is  an  estimate.  The  rateable  value  ms  <0118,432  and  the 
product  of  a penny  rate  £481. 


Birth  Rate 

The  corrected  Birth  Rate  was  13. 0 per  1000  compared  with  a figure 
of  16  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  two  illegitimate  births. 


Death  Rate 

Hie  corrected  Death  Rate  was  16.2  per  1000  compared  with  a national 
figure  of  11.7  Out  of  a total  of  51  deaths,  23  wore  due  to  heart 
disease,  14  being  coronary  attacks.  There  were  nine  deaths  from  cancer 
and  five  each  from  respiratory  diseases  and  strokes.  Influenza, 
which  was  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  caused  three  deaths. 

At  the  age  of  65  men  can  expect  to  live  another  12  years  and  women 
15.9  years  and  70%  of  males  and  82%  of  females  can  be  expected  to  live 
to  65  years.  These  cheering  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
also  show  that  the  expectation  of  life  at  birth  has  risen  to  68.7  years  for 
a boy  and  74«9  years  for  a girl. 

Perhaps  Womens'  Lib.  will  have  a moderating  effect  on  this  disparity. 
Appendix  A,  Table  3 shows  full  details  of  the  causes  of  death. 


Maternal 

There  wer 


no  maternal  deaths  in  1970. 


Stillbirths 

There  was  one  stillbirth  during  the  year. 


Infant  Mortality 

One  infant  died  at  the  age  of  two  weeks  due  to  a congenital 
abnormality. 


Social  Habits 

There  was  little  change  in  the  social  pattern  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  The  cost  of  living  continued  to  rise. 


o _ 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

The  local  health  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  continued. 

The  ohild  welfare  clinic  was  increased  to  four  sessions  a month  but 
the  nodical  officer  continued  to  attend  twico  a nonth.  The  number  of 
children  registered  dropped  and  the  number  of  nodical  consultations 
was  considerably  fewer.  Detals  are  shown  in  Appendix  B,  Table  1. 

I carried  out  an  annual  medical  inspection  at  four  schools  in  the  town. 
Due  to  the  closure  of  a private  school  in  Chard  the  nunoer  of  children 
examined  increased.  Details  of  these  inspections  arc  shown  in 
Appendix  B,  Table  2. 

Vaughan  Lee  House,  a purpose-built  hone  for  old  persons,  opened 
during  the  year.  It  was  built  and  financed  jointly  by  local  residents 
and  the  County  Council,  and  provides  accommodation  of  sixteen 
single  and  two  double  rooms,  plus  staff  accommodation  on  the  top  floor. 
It  is  very  well  designed  and  attractively  furnished  and  provides 
a welcome  addition  to  the  welfare  services  of  the  town. 


SECTION  C 


Prevention  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases  _an d__  Other  Diseases 

One  case  of  measles  was  the  only  infectious  illness  notified  during 
the  year. 

Ilminster  must  be  singularly  fortunate  or  else  parents  make  their  own 
diagnosis  without  consulting  their  doctors. 

I carried  out  my  routine  B.C.G-.  vaccination  programme  against  tuberculosis 
in  the  autumn.  Children  born  in  1959  were  those  offered  vaccination. 

I vaccinated  64  at  the  secondary  modem  school,  20  at  the  boys'  grammar 
school  and  24  at  the  girls'  grammar  school. 

In  addition  I gave  anti  cholera  vaccination  to  a number  of  girls  at  the 
grammar  school  who  were  making  a visit  abroad. 

Hie  epidemic  of  influenza  which  commenced  at  the  end  of  1969  carried 
on  into  the  early  part  of  1970  and  there  were  three  deaths  in  Ilminster. 
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SECTION  D 


Environnontal  Health  Services 

A.  Sanitary  Circumstances 
Climatic  _C on fliti  ons 

In  1970  the  weather  was  generally  mild  with  a good  summer. 
water  Supply 

Despite  the  power  cuts  due  to  the  strike  of  electricity  supply  workers, 
the  Ness  ex  Water  Board  wore  able  to  give  a satisfactory  supply  throughout 
the  year  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  Sampling  was  carried  out 
regularly  by  the  Wessex  Water  Board  who  examined  12  samples.  All  were 
satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Regular  sampling  of  the  effluent  from  our  sewage  disposal  works  was 
done  and  all  the  samples  were  satisfactory.  This  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  maintenance  staff  as  without  regular  cleansing  even  modern 
works  likoours  will  not  function  correctly . A small  extension  at 
Listers  Hill,  Springfield,  and  an  enlargement  of  the  Listers.  Hill  sower 
from  6"  to  9"  diameter  is  contemplated. 

Refuse  disposal 

The  Council  continued  a weekly  collection  and  disposal  was  at  the 
Chilworthy  tip  which  is  becoming  full  to  capacity.  To  extend  its 
life  the  Surveyor  carried  out  excavation  with  a mechanical  digger 
using  Hie  soil  thus  obtained  to  cover  the  existing  compressed  refuse. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  conveniences  wore  well  maintained  and  suffered  less  damage  from 
inconsiderate  users. 

Rodent  Control 

Our  part-time  rodent  control  operator  carried  out  the  usual  test 
baiting  of  Council  property  and  sewers  and  dealt  with  private  complaints 
promptly.  There  were  no  heavy  infestations  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths 

Two  scaools  have  swimming  baths  which  wore  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  Two  privately  owned  baths  in  the  town  wore  not  inspected. 

Nuisances 

The  few  complaints  of  nuisance  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
were  promptly  dealt  with  by  tho  Inspector  and  generally  satisfactory 
results  ensued. 

B.  Factories  Act 

Duo  to  shortage  of  staff  no  inspections  were  carried  out  under  this 
Act  in  1970* 

C.  Offices,  Shops and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  a number  of  the  65  registered 
premises  and  informal  action  was  taken  in  14  cases-  .which,  on  ro— inspection, 
proved  to  bo  satisfactory. 

D.  Housing 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  20  houses  in  course  of  erection 
and  private  builders  were  erecting  another  .90-  They  had  also  completed 
94  during  the  twelve  months.  There  were  180  applicants  on  the  housing 
list  at  tho  end  of  tlio  year  which  included  78  for  old  peoples  ' dwellings 
and  six  urgent  cases.  Many  of  the  applicants  ore  at  present  resident 
outside  the  town  living  in  villages  where  little  or  no  house  building  is 
taking  place. 

The  Council  continued  to  encourage  applicants  for  both  standard  and 
discretionary  grants  and  gave  approval  to  six.  applicants  for  standard 
grants  and  five  for  discretionary  grants. 


. 


E.  Caravans 

There  was  one  licensed  caravan  site  and  it  is  estimated  that  there  are 
40  persons  resident  on  it. 


F.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Milk 

Milk  sampling  was  carried  out  regularly  by  tie  County  Health 
Department  and  all  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  by 
the  Oounty  Dairy  Husbandry  Adviser.  No  complaints  about  milk 
were  received  in  my  department  during  the  year. 

Ice  Cream 

Fifteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  of  pre-packed  ice  cream. 
No  sampling  was  carried  out  during  1970. 

Meat 

There  are  two  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  town  and  details  of  the 
inspections  are  given  in  Appendix  D,  Table  2.  This  represents 
100^  inspection. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

There  arc  42  premises  registered  under  these  Regulations  and  all 
now  comply  following  some  informal  action  in  several  cases. 
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appendix  a 


TABLE  I 


Registrar  0-eneral‘s  estimate  of  population  mid  1970 3,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  o-  C of  1970  according  to  the 

Rate  Book  1,236 

Rateable  Value . .£118,432 

Sum  reprosentad  by  a penny  rate £481 

Area 531  acres 


APPENDIX  A TABLE  2 


BIRTH  RATE  13. 0 Comparability  Ikctor 

0.98 


M 

F 

Total 

Live  Births 

Total 

19 

21 

40 

Legitimate 

17 

21 

38 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Stillbirths 

Total 

1 

_ 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

— 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

_ 

1 

1 

under  1 year 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

under  4 weeks 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

_ 

— 

— 

under  1 week 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- a - 

- ri  - 


- 


— c*  — 

APPENDIX  A TABLE  5 


DEATH  RATE  16.2 

Sex 


Cancer  of  Oesophagus  M 

F 

Cancer  of  Intestine  M 

F 

Cancer  of  Lung,  M 

Bronchus  F 

Cancer  of  Breast  M 

F 

Cancer  of  Prostate  M 

Cancer  of  Other  Bites  M 

F 


Total  Under  Under 

All  ages  4 wks.  1 yr.  1-  5- 


1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Comparability  Factor  0.95 
15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75+ 

- - - 1 - - 1 

-----  1 1 


Diabetes  Mellitus  M 

F 

Other  Endocrine  Diseases  M 

n 

F 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  M 
Disease  F 

Hypertensive  Disease  M 

F 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  M 

F 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  M 
Disease  F 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  M 


F 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Circulatory  System  F 

Influenza  M 

F 

Pneumonia.  M 

F 


Bronchitis  & Emphysema  M 

F 

Congenital  ^momalies  M 

F 

Symptoms  & Other  111-  M 

defined  Conditions  F 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  M 

F 


1 


1 


1 

2 

8 

6 

3 

2 

2 

3 


2 

2 

1 

2 


3 


1 

27 

24 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 

2 


2 5 1 

-15 


- 1 


2 

2 


1 


1 


1 


1 3 


6 16 
5 17 


7 - 


CM  CM  I H CM  H 
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APPENDIX  B TABLE  1 

Ilninster  Child  ' elf  are  Clinic 


1.  No.  of  children  on  register  who  attended  during  1970 


Born  in  1970  ......  53 

Born  in  1969  ......  63 

Born  in  1965  - 68  107 

Total  223 

2.  No.  of  attendances  in  1970  by  children 

Bom  in  1970  900 

Born  in  1969  234 

Bom  in  1965  - 68  225 

Total  1,359 

3.  No.  of  sessions  51 

4.  No.  of  medical  consultations 216 

5.  No.  of  doctor  sessions  24 


APPENDIX^  3 TA3LE  2 


Name  of  School 

No.  on 

No.  in- 

Eoll 

i££=M 

Ilninster  Junior  Boys' 

104 

71 

Ilninster  Boys'  Grammar 

132 

29 

Ilninster  Infants'  and 
Junior  Girls ' 

237 

124 

Ilninster  Secondary  Modem 

299 

72 

Date  of 
Med':  (.4 

Children 

having 

Children 

Date  of 
last 

Ins  peo  cion 

Milk 

dinner 

Den tal 
Inspection 

4.12.70 

72.11/ 

72.11/ 

19.6.70 

1.7.70 

- 

35.60% 

12.9.69 

22/2i/25 

6.70 

91.14/ 

79.74/ 

July  '70 

28/  29/30 

1.70 

- 

49.17/ 

22.4.70 

q _ 

APPENDIX 


C 


TABLE 


1 


Infectious  Diseases 


Measles 


1 


.s  of  Cases  Notified 


Under 

1 yr.  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  10-13  - 15-20  20-35  35-45  45-55  55-65  65+ 


Measles 


1 


Tuberculosis 


Nev.  Cases 


Deaths 


Age  Group 


- 1 

1-5 
5-15 
15  - 25 
25  - 35 
35  - 45 
45  - 55 
55  - 65 
65+ 


Respiratory 


M F 


M F 


Non-Re spira to ry 


M F 


M F 


APPENDIX  d 


TABLE  1 


Action 


1.  Number  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Area  for  which  Orders 
are  still  to  be  made 


Nil 


2.  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  which  have  been  patched  for 

temporary  accommodation  under  Section  48  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  Nil 

3-  Number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  under  Section  1+2  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  (Clearance  Areas)  Nil 

4»  Housing  Act,  1957  (Section  17  - Individual  Unfits)  No.  of  houses 

lost  (a)  nouses  demolished  2 

(b)  Houses  closed  Nil 

(ii)  For  other  purposes  (road  improvements  etc.)  Nil 

5.  Iffunber  of  temporary  dwellings  (huts  etc.)  demolished  Nil 

6.  Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  under 

(i)  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 

(ii)  Section  72  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969  Nil 

7 • Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  6 

8.  Number  of  unfit  houses  occupied  under  licence  Nil 

9.  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  (Housing  Acts,  1961  to  1969)  Nil 

1C.  Reconditioning  of  condemned  houses  - Exclusion  from 

Clearance/Demolition  Orders  (Housing  Act,  196l)  Nil 

11.  Substitution  of  Closing  Order  for  Demolition  Order  (Housing  Act, 

196l)  Action  taken  Nil 

12.  Housing  Act,  1969  Section  28  General  Improvement  Areas 

Number  of  Areas  so  defined  Nil 


13 • Housing  Act,  1957  - Slum 


1. 

1971 

Part  III  a.  Houses  in  areas  to 

1972 

1973 

1974 

be  declared  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

b.  Houses  to  be  cleared  " 

Part  II  Houses  likely  to  be 

tl 

r? 

tr 

subject  to  demolition  or  10 

closing  orders 

10 

10 

10 

Remarks : Improvement  of  older  houses  rather  than  closure,  and  demolition  is 
the  policy. 

lif.  Housing  Act,  1964  - Any  action  taken  during  year  Nil 


15  • Rent  f ets,  1968  and  Housing  Act , 1969 

(i)  Certificates  of  Fair  Rent  - Certificates  issued 

(ii)  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received 

(b)  Certificates  issued 


Nil 

Nil 

fill 
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Houses 

erected 

Houses 

in  course 

Gained  •fron 

Lost  from 

during 

year 

of  erection 

conversion  of 
large  houses 

conversion 
of  two  or 

For  Slum 

For  other 

For  Slum 

For  Other 

or  buildings 

more  houses 

Clearance 

Purposes 

Clearance 

Purposes 

into  flats 
or  dwellings 

into  one 

Local  Authority 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

Private  Enterprise 

Nil 

94 

Nil 

90 

Nil 

Nil 

Ninber  of  Post-War  houses  erected  from 
1st  -April,  1945  to  31st  December,  1970 

By  Private  Enterprise 

233 

(As  requested  by  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Circular  No.  21 /i>5) 

20  for  1971 


By  Local  Authority 

353 

Future  Housing  Programme  (if  known) 
Programme  forecast  71 , 72,  73,  74 


(a)  Number  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied  (i)  Prefabs  Nil 

(ii)  Huts,  etc.  Nil 

(b)  Houses  found  overcrowded  Nil 

Houses  required 

(i)  To  replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  10 

(ii)  To  a’  ate  overcrowding  Nil 

(iii) For  other  purposes  10 

(iv)  Applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(a)  Urgent  bona  fide  cases  6 

(b)  Applications  for  old  people's  dwellings  78 

(c)  Others  102 


Total  Applications 


186 


No.  of 

GAINED 

LOST 

permanent 
Dwellings  in 
District  as 
at  31.12.69 

la) 

a)  Erected 

b)  Conversion 

c)  Council 
houses  sold 

to  P.E.  during 
1970  (b) 

Total 

(a) 

(b) 

Less  houses 

a)  Demolished 

b)  Closed 

c)  Sold  during 
1970 

d)  Conversion 

No.  of 
permanent 
dwellings  in 
District  as 
at  31.12.70 

A B C 

A B C D 

Local 

Authority 

409 

6 

6 

- 

415 

Private 

Enterprise 

727 

94 

94 

- 

821 

Totals 

1,136 

94  6 

100 

- - - ~ - 

1,236 
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OLD  PEOFLES  DWELLINGS 


Total  number  erected  to  31*12.70 


Number  in  course  of  erection 


With  County  Without  County 

Council  Aid  Council  Aid 


With  County  Without  County 

Council  Aid  Council  Aid 


Nil 


A3 


Nil 


16 


Grants  by  Local  Authorities  to  private  Owners 

Number  of  Applications  and  houses  de:lt  with  by  Local  Authority  during 

year 


Received 


Applications  No.  of  Dwellings 


Applications 


No. 


of  Dwell- 


1 . Improvement 

Grants  5 


7 


5 7 


2 . Standard 

Grants  7 

3*  Special 
Grants 


7 


6 6 


APPENDIX 


D 


TABLE 


Heat  Inspection 


Cattle 

excluding 

and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

747 

37 

1507 

3820 

351 

1 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  C.ysticerci 

747 

37 

1507 

3820 

351 

1 

\7hole  carcases  condemned 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

177 

35 

7 

218 

16 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
infected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerc-i 

23-8fo 

94.6/6 

0.63fo 

5.7% 

k.6% 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

k»hole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

- 

Porccnta-ge  of  the  nunber  inspected 

infected  with  tuberculosis 

Cys ticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

5.k% 

or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

by  refrigeration 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned 

’Jeight  of  meat  condemned 
(in  lbs.)  for: 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200 

- 

(b)  Cys ticercosis 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

( c ) Oth  er 

2294 

515 

151 

553 

59 

- 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

2314 

515 

151 

553 

259 
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